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proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize fewer justice of
the peace and constable precincts in certain counties.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. That Article V, Section 18, of the Texas
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 18. (a) Each [erganiged] county in the State with a

population of 30,000 or more, according to the most recent federal

census, [rew-er-hereafter-exnistings] shall be divided from time to
time, for the convenience of the people, into [preeiness] not less

than four and not more than eight precincts. Each county in the

State with a population of 30,000 or less, according to the most

recent federal census, from time to time, for the convenience of

the people, shall be designated as a single precinct or, if the

Commissioners Court determines that the county needs more than one

precinct, shall be divided into not more than four precincts. The
division or designation [Bivisiens] shall be made by the
Commissioners Court provided for by this Constitution. 1In each

such precinct there shall be elected one Justice of the Peace and
one Constable, each of whom shall hold his office for four years
and until his successor shall be elected and qualified; provided
that in any precinct in which there may be a city of 8,000 or more
inhabitants, there shall be elected two Justices of the Peace.

(b) Each county shall, in the [%ike] manner provided for

justice of the peace and constable precincts, be divided into four

68R3527 PEC-D 1
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commissioners precincts in each of which there shall be elected by
the qualified voters thereof one County Commissioner, who shall
hold his office for four years and until his successor shall be
elected and qualified. The County Commissioners so chosen, with
the County Judge as presiding officer, shall compose the County
Commissioners Court, which shall exercise such powers and
jurisdiction over all county business, as is conferred by this
Constitution and the laws of the State, or as may be hereafter
prescribed.

(c) When the boundaries of justice of the peace and

constable precincts are changed, each Justice and Constable in

office on the effective date of the change, or elected to a term of

office beginning on or after the effective date of the change,

shall serve in the precinct in which the person resides for the

term to which each was elected or appointed, even though the change

in boundaries places the person's residence outside the precinct

for which he was elected or appointed, abolishes the precinct for

which he was elected or appointed, or temporarily results in extra

Justices or Constables serving in a precinct. When, as a result of

a _change of precinct boundaries, a vacancy occurs in the office of

Justice of the Peace or Constable, the Commissioners Court shall

fill the vacancy by appointment until the next general election.

(d) When the boundaries of commissioners precincts are

changed, each commissioner in office on the effective date of the

change, or elected to a term of office beginning on or after the

effective date of the change, shall serve in the precinct to which

each was elected or appointed for the entire term to which each was

68R3527 PEC-D 2
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elected or appointed, even though the change in boundaries places

the person's residence outside of the precinct for which he

was
elected or appointed.
SECTION 2. That the following temporary provision be added

to the Texas Constitution:
TEMPORARY PROVISION. The constitutional amendment propo

by J.R. No. , 68th Legislature, Regular Session, 19

sed

83,

takes effect January 1, 1985. This provision expires when

executed.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall
submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November
1984. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment
authorize fewer justice of the peace and constable precincts

counties with a population of 30,000 or less."

68R3527 PEC-D 3
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A--JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to aut?é;ize fewer justice of
the peace and constable precincts in certgin counties.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATUREvbf THE STATE OF TEXAS:
4
SECTION 1. That Article V,” Section 18, of the Texas
Constitution be amended to read as fdllows:

Sec. 18. (a) Each [erganised] county in the State with a

population of 30,000 or more, according to the most recent federal

census, [Rrew-er-hereafter-enisting;] shall be divided from time to
time, for the convenience of the people, into [preeinets;] not less

than four and not more than'eight precincts. Each county in the

State with a population of 30,000 or less, according to the most

recent federal census, from time to time, for the convenience of

the people, shall be designated as a single precinct or, if the

Commissioners Court determines that the county needs more than one

precinct, shall be divided into not more than four precincts. The
division or designation [Bivisiens] shall be made by the
Commissioners Court provided for by this Constitution. In each

such precinct there shall be elected one Justice of the Peace and
one Constable, each of whom shall hold his office for four years
and until his successor shall be elected and qualified; provided
that in any precinct in which there may be a city of 8,000 or more
inhabitants, there shall be elected two Justices of the Peace.

(b) Each county shall, in the [%ike] manner provided for

justice of the peace and constable precincts, be divided into four

68R3527 PEC-D 1
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COMMITTEE REPORTY

Ist Printing

By Harrison of Terrell, et al. H.J.R. No. 91

Substitute the following for H.J.R. No. 91:

By Buchanan C.S.H.J.R. No. 91

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize fewer justice of
the peace and constable precincts in certain counties.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. That Article V, Section 18, o0f the Texas
Constitution be amended to read as follows:
Sec. 18. (a) Each [erganiged] county in the State with a

population of 30,000 or more, according to the most recent federal

census, [Rrew-er-herepfter-existingr-shalti-be-divided] from time to

time, for the convenience of the people, shall be divided into

[preeire€sy ] not less than four and not more than eight precincts.

Each county in the State with a population of 18,000 or more but

less than 30,000, according to the most recent federal census, from

time to time, for the convenience of the people, shall be divided

into not less than two and not more than four precincts. Each

county in the State with a population of 1less than 18,000,

according to the most recent federal census, from time to time, for

the convenience of the people, shall be designated as a single

precinct or, if the Commissioners Court determines that the county

needs more than one precinct, shall be divided into not more than

four precincts. The division or designation [Pizvisizemns] shall be

made by the Commissioners Court provided for by this Constitution.
In each such precinct there shall be elected one Justice of the
Peace and one Constable, each of whom shall hold his office for

four years and until his successor shall be elected and gqualified;

68R5718 PEC-D 1
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C.S.H.J.R. No. 91
provided that in any precinct in which there may be a city of
18,000 [85666] or more inhabitants, there shall be elected two

Justices of the Peace.

(b) Each county shall, in the [i%ke] manner provided for

justice of the peace and constable precincts, be divided into four

commissioners precincts in each of which there shall be elected by
the qualified voters thereof one County Commissioner, who shall
hold his office for four years and until his successor shall be
elected and qualified. The County Commissioners so chosen, with

the County Judge as presiding officer, shall compose the County

Commissioners Court, which shall exercise such powers and
jurisdiction over all county business, as is conferred by this
Constitution and the laws of the State, or as may be hereafter
prescribed.

(c) When the boundaries of justice of the peace and

constable precincts are changed, each Justice and Constable in

office on the effective date of the change, or elected to a term of

office beginning on or after the effective date of the change,

shall serve in the precinct in which the person resides for the

term to which each was elected or appointed, even though the change

in boundaries places the person's residence outside the precinct

for which he was elected or appointed, abolishes the precinct for

which he was elected or appointed, or temporarily results in extra

Justices or Constables serving in a precinct. When, as a result of

a change of precinct boundaries, a vacancy occurs in the office of

Justice of the Peace or Constable, the Commissioners Court shall

fill the vacancy by appointment until the next general election.
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C.S.H.J.R. No. 91

(d) When the boundaries of commissioners precincts are

changed, each commissioner in_office on the effective date of the

change, or elected to a term of office beginning on or after the

effective date of the change, shall serve in the precinct to which

each was elected or éppointed for the entire term to which each was

elected or appointed, even though the change in boundaries places

the person's residence outside the precinct for which he was

elected or appointed.

SECTION 2. That the following temporary provision be added

to the Texas Constitution:

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) The amendment of Article V,

Section 18, of the Texas Constitution proposed by the 68th

Legislature, Regular Session, authorizing fewer justice of the

peace and constable precincts in certain counties, takes effect

January 1, 1984.

(b) A county that has a population of less than 30,000,

according to the 1980 federal census, and that has more than four

justice of the peace and constable precincts on January 1, 1984,

may keep that number of precincts until January 1, 1987. On and

after Jénuary 1, 1987, the county must have a number of justice of

the peace and constable precincts authorized by Article V, Section

18, of the Texas Constitution.

(c) This provision expires January 2, 1987.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held on . November 8,
1983. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or

against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing




C.S.H.J.R. No. 91
fewer justice of the peace and constable precincts in counties with
a population of less than 30,000 and providing for continuous
service by justices of the peace, constables, and county

commissioners when precinct boundaries are changed."




COMMITTEE REPORT

4 -20-83

The Hénorable Gib Lewis

Speaker of the House of Representatives (date)

Sir: » »

We, your COMMITTEE ON COUNTY AFFAIRS, to whom was referred M’/@ 9 / have had the same under
consideration and beg to report back with the recommendation that it J {measure)

( ;/ do pass, without amendment.
{ ) do pass, with amendment(s).
{ |/)’ do pass and be not printed; a Complete Committee Substitute is recommended in lieu of the original measure.

A fiscal note was requested. (LTyes ( )no

An author’s fiscal statement was requested. ( )yes | +Tno

An actuarial analysis was requested. ( )yes (#&Ino
Tm"emnmﬁmmnmtmmmmmﬁvmwtwmmmm .

This measure (é" proposes new-taw. a WMM//KI ’CO e Cowd&,&(,ii,@,‘ﬂ
( vO—amends-existing-taw.

House Sponsor of Senate Measure

The measure was reported from Committee by the following vote:
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Thompson, G., Ch.

Buchanan, V.C.

Whaley, C.B.O.

Barton, B.

Carriker
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Eckels -

Jones

Martinez, W.

Parker

Shaw
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BILL ANALYSIS

Committee Substitute House Joint Resolution 91
By: Dudley Harrison

Background Information:

The State Constitution provides in Article V, Section 18, that
the Commissioners Court shall divide each county into not less
than 4 and not more than 8 precincts, and that in each precinct
there shall be elected one Justice of the Peace and at least

one Constable, regardless of the size, population, or need.
Being required to have 4 Justices of the Peace and 4 Constables
in small rural counties causes undue financial burdens on the
local taxpayers. Actually, some 105 less-populous counties have
failed to comply with the Constitution due to lack of election
or qualification of Justices of the Peace and Constables.
However, recently some counties are being forced to carry out the
letter of the law, causing problems for county budgets.

Purpose:
C. S. H. J. R. 91 proposes a constitutional amendment to authorize
fewer Justice of the Peace and Constable precincts in certain

counties.

Section by Section Analysis:

Section 1. Amends Article V, Section 18, of the Texas Constitution.
(a) . Each county in the State with a population of 30,000 or more
shall be divided into not less than four and not more than eight
precincts. Each county in the State with a population of 30,000

or less shall be designated as a single precinct, or if the
Commissioners Court determines that the county needs more than

one precinct, it shall be designated into not more than four
precincts. The division shall be made by the Commissioners Court
provided for by this Constitution. In each precinct there shall

be elected one Justice of the Peace and one Constable, who shall
hold his office for four years. In any precinct in which there

is a city of 18,000 or more, two Justices of the Peace shall be
elected. (b). Each county shall be divided into four Commissioners
precincts. (c). When the boundaries of Justice of the Peace and
Constable precincts are changed, each Justice and Constable shall
serve in the precinct in which the person resides for the term to
which each was elected or appointed. (d). When the boundaries of
Commissioners precincts are changed, each Commissioner shall serve
in the precinct to which each was elected or appointed for the
entire term to which each was elected or appointed, even though the
change in boundaries places the person's residence outside of the
precinct.

Section 2. Temporary provision. (a). This amendment takes effect
January 1, 1984. (b). A county that has a population of less than
30,000 and that has more than four justice of the peace and constable
precincts on January 1, 1984 may keep that number of precincts until
January 1, 1987. On or after January 1, 1987, the county must have

a number of justice of the peace and constable precincts authorized by
the Constitution. (c). This provision expires January 2, 1987.

Section 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted
to the voters at an election to be held on November 8, 1983.

Rulemaking:

It is the committee's opinion that this bill does not delegate
rulemaking authority to a state officer, agency, department or
institution.

Summary of Committee Action:

Public notice was posted in accordance with the Rules of Procedure
of the House of Representatives and a public hearing was held on
April 20, 1983.

Oon Aﬁril 20, 1983 the full committee voted to report C. S. H. J. R.
91 to the House without amendments and the recommendation that it do
pass by a record vote of 15 ayes and 0 nays.




BILL ANALYSIS
C.S.H.J.R. 91
Page 2

Mr. James Paschall, Chief Deputy Constable from Dallas, Texas
testified in favor of C.S.H.J.R. 91. No witnesses testified
against C.S.H.J.R. 91.

Comparison of Original Bill to Substitute:

C.S.H.J.R. 91 is amended by changing the population level of 8,000
to 18,000 for having two justice of the peace precincts. The
temporary provision of the bill is changed, allowing the amendment
to take effect January 1, 1984. The provision expires on January
2, 1987 under the substitute. The election date of this proposed

constitutional amendment was changed to November 8, 1983 under
the subsitute.

C.S.H.J.R. 91 AMENDS EXISTING LAW.




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
April 21, 1983

Honorable Gary Thompson, Chair
Committee on County Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: Committee Substitute for
Austin, Texas House Joint Resolution No. 91
Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on the Committee Substitute
for House Joint Resolution No. 91 (proposing a constitutional amendment

to authorize fewer justice of the peace and constable precincts in certain
counties) this office has determined the following:

No significant fiscal implication to the State or units of local government
is anticipated.

The cost of publication of this resolution is $55,748.

“Pv—w(:fzJQLION———’
Jim Oliver
Director

Source: Comptroller of Public Accounts;
LBB Staff: JO, JH, KH, PA




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
April 12, 1983

Honorable Gary Thompson, Chair
Committee on County Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: House Joint Resolution No. 91
Austin, Texas By: D. Harrison
Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Joint Resolution
No. 91 (proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize fewer justice
of the peace and constable precincts in certain counties) this office has
determined the following:

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.
The cost of publication of this resolution is $55,748.
Some savings might result for units of local government related to

fewer required precincts and a reduction in the number of constables and
justices of the peace.

Jim O0lijver
Director

Source: Comptroller of Public Accounts;
LBB Staff: JO, JH, KH, PA
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By Harrison/;f Terrell H.J.R. No. 91
Substituts?éhe following for H.J.R. No. 91: :

By ﬁ//\\ C.S.H.J.R. No. 91

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize fewer justice of
the peace and constable precincts in certain counties.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. That Article V, Section 18, of the Texas
Constitution be amended to read as follows:
Sec. 18. (a) Each [erganized] county in the State with a

population of 30,000 or more, according to the most recent federal

census, [pew-er-herepfter-existingr-shati-be-divided] from time to

time, for the convenience of the people, shall be divided into

[preeinets; ] not less than four and not more than eight precincts.

Each county in the State with a population of 18,000 or more but

less than 30,000, according to the most recent federal census, from

time to time, for the convenience of the people, shall be divided

into not less than two and not more than four/precincts. Each

county in the State with a population of 1less than 18,000,

according to the most recent federal census, from time to time, for

the convenience of the people, shall be designated as a single

precinct or, if the Commissioners Court determines that the, county

needs more than one precinct, shall be divided into not more than

four precincts. The division or designation [Pivisiens] shall be

made by the Commissioners Court provided for by this Constitution.
In each such precinct there shall be elected one Justice of the
Peace and one Constable, each of whom shall hold his office for

four years and until his successor shall be elected and qualified;

68R5718 PEC-D 1
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C.S.H.J.R. No. 91
provided that in any precinct in which there may be a city of
18,000 [87686] or more inhabitants, there shall be elected two

Justices of the Peace.

(b) Each county shall, in the [%ike] manner provided for

justice of the peace and constable precincts, be divided into four

commissioners precincts in each of which there shall be elected by
the qualified voters thereof one County Commissioner, who shall
hold his office for four years and until his successor shall be
elected and qualified. The County Commissioners soO chosen, with
the County Judge as presiding officer, shall compose the County
Commissioners Court, which shall exercise such powers and
jurisdiction over all county business, as is conferred by this
Constitution and the laws of the State, or as may be hereafter

prescribed.

(c) When the boundaries of justice of the peace and

constable precincts are changed, each Justice and Constable in

office on the effective date of the change, or elected to a term of

office beginning on or after the effective date of the change,

shall serve in the precinct in which the person resides for the

term to which each was elected or appointed, even though the change

in Dboundaries places the person's residence outside the precinct

for which he was elected or appointed, abolishes the precinct for

which he was elected or appointed, or temporarily results in extra

Justices or Constables serving in a precinct. When, as a result of

a change of precinct boundaries, a vacancy OcCcurs in the office of

Justice of the Peace or Constable, the Commissioners Court shall

fill the vacancy by appointment until the next general election.

68R5718 PEC-D 2
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C.S.H.J.R. No. 91

(d) When the boundaries of commissioners precincts are

changed, each commissioner in office on the effective date of the

change, or elected to a term of office beginning on or after the

effective date of the change, shall serve in the precinct to which

each was elected or appointed for the entire term to which each was

elected or appointed, even though the change in boundaries places

the person's residence outside the precinct for which he was

elected or appointed.

SECTION 2. That the following temporary provision be added
to the Texas Constitution:

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) The amendment of Article V,

Section 18, of +the Texas Constitution proposed by the 68th

Legislature, Regular Session, authorizing fewer justice of the

peace and constable precincts in certain counties, takes effect

January 1, 1984.

(b) A county that has a population of less than 30,000,

according to the 1980 federal census, and that has more than four

justice of the peace and constable precincts on January 1, 1984,

may keep that number of precincts until January 1, 1987. On and

after January 1, 1987, the county must have a number of justice of

the peace and constable precincts authorized by Article V, Section

18, of the Texas Constitution.

(c) This provision expires January 2, 1987.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 8,
1983. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or

against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing

68R5718 PEC-D 3




C.S.H.J.R. No. 91
fewer justice of the peace and constable precincts in counties with
a population of less than 30,000 and providing for continuous
service by justices Aof the peace, constables, and county

commissioners when precinct boundaries are changed."

68R5718 PEC-D 4
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AMENDMENT NO. l

Amend C.S.H.J.R. 91 as follows:

(1) On page 1, 1line 14, strike

|fp.v~¢ "
eToht”.

BY

%'/W

"four"

and

substitute
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By Harrison of Terrell, et al. H.J.R. No. 91

A JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize fewer justice of
the peace and constable precincts in certain counties.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. That Article V, Section 18, of the Texas
Constitution be'amended to read as follo&s:
Sec. 18. (a) Each [erganized] county in the State with a

population of 30,000 or more, according to the most recent federal

census, [pew-er-hereafter-existingr-shaii-be-divided] from time to

time, for the convenience of the people, shall be divided into

[preeinets;] not less than four and not more than eight precincts.

Each county in the State with a population of 18,000 or more but

less than 30,000, according to the most recent federal census, from

time to time, for the convenience of the people, shall be divided

into not 1less than two and not more than five precincts. Each

county in the State with a population of less than 18,000,

according to the most recent federal census, from time to time, for

the convenience of the people, shall be designated as a single

precinct or, if the Commissioners Court determines that the county

needs more than one precinct, shall be divided into not more than

four precincts. The division or designation {Bivisiens] shall be

made by the Commissioners Court provided for by this Constitution.
In each such precinct there shall be elected one Justice of the
Peace and one Constable, each of whom shall hold his office for

four years and until his successor shall be elected and qualified;
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H.J.R. No. 91
provided that in any precinct in which there may be a city of
18,000 [87;6060] or more inhabitants, there shall be elected two

Justices of the Peace.

(b) Each county shall, in the [1i#ke] manner provided for

justice of the peace and constable precincts, be divided into four

commissioners precincts in each of which there shall be elected by
the qualified voters fhereof one County Commissioner, who shall
hold his office for four years and until his successor shall be
elected and qualified. The County Commissioners so chosen, with

the County Judge as presiding officer, shall compose the County

Commissioners Court, which shall exercise such powers and
jurisdiction over all county business, as is conferred by this
Constitution and the laws of the State, or as may be hereafter
prescribed.

(c) When the boundaries of justice of the peace and

constable precincts are changed, each Justice and Constable in

office on the effective date of the change, or elected to a term of

office beginning on or after the effective date of the change,

shall serve in the precinct in which the person resides for the

term to which each was elected or appointed, even though the change

in boundaries places the person's residence outside the precinct

for which he was elected or appointed, abolishes the precinct for

which he was elected or appointed, or temporarily results in extra

Justices or Constables serving in a precinct. When, as a result of

a change of precinct boundaries, a vacancy occurs in the office of

Justice o0f the Peace or Constable, the Commissioners Court shall

fill the vacancy by appointment until the next general election.
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H.J.R. No. 91

(d) When the boundaries of commissioners precincts are

changed, each commissioner in office on the effective date of the

change, or elected to a term of office beginning on or after the

effective date of the chanQe, shall serve in the precinct to which

each was elected or appointed for the entire term to which each was

elected or appointed, even though the change in boundaries places

the person's residence outside the precinct for which he was

elected or appointed.

SECTION 2. That the following temporary provision be added

to the Texas Constitution:

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) The amendment of Article V,

Section 18, of the Texas Constitution proposed by the 68th

Legislature, Regular Session, authorizing fewer justice of the

peace and constable precincts in certain counties, takes effect

January 1, 1984.

(b) A county that has a population of less than 30,000,

according to the 1980 federal census, and that has more than four

justice of the peace and constable precincts on January 1, 1984,

may keep that number of precincts until January 1, 1987. On and

after January 1, 1987, the county must have a number of justice of

the peace and constable precincts authorized by Article V, Section

18, of the Texas Constitution.

{c) This provision expires January 2, 1987.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 8,
1983. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or

against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing
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fewer justice of the peace and constable precincts in counties with
a population of less than 30,000 and providing for continuous
service by justices of the peace, constables, and county

commissioners when precinct boundaries are changed."



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
| ‘ April 21, 1983

Honorable Gary Thompson, Chair
Committee on County Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: Committee Substitute for
Austin, Texas House Joint Resolution No. 91
Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on the Committee Substitute
for House Joint Resolution No. 91 (proposing a constitutional amendment

to authorize fewer justice of the peace and constable precincts in certain
counties) this office has determined the following:

No significant fiscal implication to the State or units of local government
is anticipated.

The cost of publication of this resolution is $55,748.

ZDMM&GN—/

Jim Oliver
Director

Source: Comptroller of Public Accounts;
LBB Staff: JO, JH, KH, PA




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

"Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
April 12, 1983

Honorable Gary Thompson, Chair
Committee on County Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: House Joint Resolution No. 91
Austin, Texas By: D. Harrison
Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Joint Resolution
No. 91 (proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize fewer justice
of the peace and constable precincts in certain counties) this office has
determined the following:

No significant fiscal implication tb the State is anticipated.
The cost of publication of this resolution is $55,748.
Some savings might result for units of local government related to

fewer required precincts and a reduction in the number of constables and
justices of the peace.

Jim Oliver
Director

Source: Comptroller of Public Accounts;
LBB Staff: JO, JH, KH, PA
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By: Harrison of Terrell, et al. (Senate Sponsor-Sims) H.J.R. No. 91

(In the Senate - Received from the- House .May 4, 1983;
May 5, 1983, read first time and referred to Committee on
Intergovernmental Relations; May 16, 1983, reported favorably;
May 16, 1983, sent to printer.)

A JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize fewer justice of
the peace and constable precincts in certain counties.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. That Article V, Section 18, of the Texas
Constitution be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 18. (a) Each [erganzzed] county in the State with a
population of 30,000 or more, according to the most recent federal
census, [new-er-hereafter-existingr-shati-be-divided] from time to
time, for the convenience of the people, shall be divided into
[preeinetssy] not less than four and not more than eight precincts.
Each county in the State with a population of 18,000 or more but
less than 30,000, according to the most recent federal census, from
time to time, for the convenience of the people, shall be divided
into not less than two and not more than five precincts. Each
county in the State with a population of 1less than 18,000,
according to the most recent federal census, from time to time, for
the convenience of the people, shall be designated as a single
precinct or, if the Commissioners Court determines that the county
needs more than one precinct, shall be divided into not more than
four precincts. The division or designation [Bivisiens] shall be
made by the Commissioners Court provided for by this Constitution.
In each such precinct there shall be elected one Justice of the
Peace and one Constable, each of whom shall hold his office for
four years and until his successor shall be elected and gqualified;
provided that in any precinct in which there may be a city of
18,000 ([8:;668] or more inhabitants, there shall be elected two
Justices of the Peace.

(b) Each county shall, in the [%1ike] manner provided for
justice. of the peace and constable precincts, be divided into four
commissioners precincts in each of which there shall be elected by
the qualified voters thereof one County Commissioner, who shall
hold his office for four years and until his successor shall be

elected and qualified. The County Commissioners so chosen, with
the County Judge as presiding officer, shall compose the County
Commissioners Court, which shall exercise such powers and
jurisdiction over all county business, as 1is conferred by this

Constitution and the 1laws of the State, or as may be hereafter
prescribed.

(c) When the boundaries of justice of the peace and
constable precincts are changed, each Justice and Constable in
office on the effective date of the change, or elected to a term of
office beginning on or after the effective date of the change,
shall serve in +the precinct in which the person resides for the
term to which each was elected or appointed, even though the change
in boundaries places the person's residence outside the precinct
for which he was elected or appointed, abolishes the precinct for
which he was elected or appointed, or temporarily results in extra
Justices or Constables serving in a precinct. When, as a result of
a change of precinct boundaries, a vacancy occurs in the office of
Justice of the Peace or Constable, the Commissioners Court shall
fill the vacancy by appointment until the next general election.

(d) When the boundaries of commissioners precincts are
changed, each commissioner in office on the effective date of the
change, or elected to a term of office beginning on or after the
effective date of the change, shall serve in the precinct to which
each was elected or appointed for the entire term to which each was
elected or appointed, even though the change in boundaries places
the person's residence outside the precinct for which he was
elected or appointed.

SECTION 2. That the following temporary provision be added
to the Texas Constitution:

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) The amendment of Article Vv,
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Section 18, of the Texas Constitution proposed by the 68th
Legislature, Regular Session, authorizing fewer justice of the
peace and constable precincts in certain counties, takes effect
January 1, 1984.

(b) A county that has a population of 1less than 30,000,
according to the 1980 federal census, and that has more than four
Justice of the peace and constable precincts on January 1, 1984,
may keep that number of precincts until January 1, 1987. On and
after January 1, 1987, the county must have a number of justice of

-the peace and constable precincts authorized by Article V, Section

18, of the Texas Constitution.

(¢) This provision expires January 2, 1987.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 8,
1983. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or
against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing
fewer justice of the peace and constable precincts in counties with
a population of 1less than 30,000 and providing for continuous
service by justices of the peace, constables, and county
commissioners when precinct boundaries are changed."

* k* k% % %

Austin, Texas
May 16, 1983
Hon. William P. Hobby
President of the Senate

Sir:

We, your Committee on Intergovernmental Relations to which was
referred H.J.R. No. 91, have had the same under consideration, and
I am instructed to report it back to the Senate with the
recommendation that it do pass and be printed.

Traeger, Chairman




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
April 21, 1983

Honorable Gary Thompson, Chair
Committee on County Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: Committee Substitute for
Austin, Texas House Joint Resolution No. 91
'Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on the Committee Substitute
for House Joint Resolution No. 91 (proposing a constitutional amendment

to authorize fewer justice of the peace and constable precincts in certain
counties) this office has determined the following:

No significant fiscal implication to the State or units of local government
is anticipated.

The cost of publication of this resolution is $55,748.

e o

Jim Oliver
Director

Source: Comptroller of Public Accounts;
LBB Staff: JO, JH, KH, PA



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
April 12, 1983

Honorable Gary Thompson, Chair
Committee on County Affairs

House of Representatives In Re: House Joint Resolution No. 91
Austin, Texas By: D. Harrison
Sir:

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Joint Resolution
No. 91 (proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize fewer justice
of the peace and constable precincts in certain counties) this office has
determined the following:

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.
The cost of publication of this resolution is $55,748.

Some savings might result for units of local government related to
fewer required precincts and a reduction in the number of constables and
justices of the peace.

Jim Oliver
Director

Source: Comptroller of Public Accounts;
LBB Staff: JO, JH, KH, PA
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H.J.R. No. 91

A JOINT.RESOLUTION
proposing a constitutional amendment to authorize fewer justice of
the peace and constable precincts in certain counties.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. ‘That Article V, Section 18, of the Texas
Cohstitution be amended to read as follows:
Sec. 18. (a) Each [erganized] county in the State with a

population of 30,000 or more, according to the most recent federal

,census, [rew-er-hereafter-enigtingr-shati~-be-divided] from time to

time, for the convenience of the people, shall be divided into

[preeinetéy] not less than four and not more than eight precincts.

Each county in the State with a population of 18,000 or more but

less than 30,000, according to'the most recent federal census, from

time to time, for the convenience"of the people, shall be divided

into not 1less than two and not more than five precincts. Each

county in the State with a population of 1less than 18,000,

according to the most recent federal census, from time to time, for

the convenience of the people, shall be designated as a single

precinct or, if the Commissioners Court determines that the county

needs more than one precinct, shall be divided into not more than

four precincts. The division or designation [Bizvisiers] shall be
made by the Commissioners Court provided for by this Constitution.
In each such precinct there shall be elected one Justice of the
Peace and one Constable, each of whom shall hold his office for

four years and until his successor shall be elected and qualified;
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provided that in any precinct in which there may be a city of
18,000 [876008]) or more inhabitants, there shall be elected two
Justices of the Peace.

(b) Each county shall, in the [%ike] manner provided for

justice of the peace and constable precincts, be divided into four

commissioners precincts in each of which there shall be elected by
the qualified voters thereof one County Commissioner, who shall
hold his office for four years and until his successor shall be
elected and qualified. The County Commissioners so chosen, with
the County Judge as presiding officer, shall compose the County

Commissioners Court, which shall exercise such powers and

'jurisdiction over all county business, as is conferred by this

Constitution and the laws of the State, or as may be hereafter
prescribed.

(c) When the boundaries of Ijustice of the peace and

constable precincts are changed, each Justice and Constable in

office on the effective date of the change, or elected to a term of

office beginning on or after the effective date of the change,

shall serve in the precinct in which the person resides for the

term to which each was elected or appointed, even though the change

in boundaries places the person's residence outside the precinct

for which he was elected or appointed, abolishes the precinct for

which he was elected or appointed, or temporarily results in extra

Justices or Constables serving in a precinct. When, as a result of

a change of precinct boundaries, a vacancy occurs in the office of

Justice of the Peace or Constable, the Commissioners Court shall

fill the vacancy by appointment until the next general election.
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(d) When the boundaries of commissioners precincts are

changed, each commissioner in office on the effective date of the

change, or elected to a term of office beginning on or after the

effective date of the change, shall serve in the precinct to which

each was elected or appointed for the entire term to which each was

elected or appointed, even though the change in boundaries places

the person's residence outside the precinct for which he was

elected or appointed.

SECTION 2. That the following temporary provision be added
to the Texas Constitution:

TEMPORARY PROVISION. (a) The amendment of Article V,

‘Section 18, of the Texas Constitution proposed by the 68th

Legislature, Regular Session, authorizing fewer justice of the

peace and constable precincts in certain counties, takes effect

January 1, 1984.

(b) A county that has  a population of less than 30,000,

according to the 1980 federal census, and that has more than four

justice of the peace and constable;precincts on January 1, 1984,

may keep that number of precincts until January 1, 1987. On and

after January 1, 1987, the county must have a number of justice of

the peace and constable precincts authorized by Article V, Section

18, of the Texas Constitution.

(c) This provision expires January 2, 1987.

SECTION 3. This proposed constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to the voters at an election to be held on November 8,
1983. The ballot shall be printed to provide for voting for or

against the proposition: "The constitutional amendment authorizing
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fewer justice of the peace and constable precincts in counties with
a population of less than 30,000 and providing for continuous
service by justices of the peace, constables, and county

commissioners when precinct boundaries are changed."
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President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.J.R. No. 91 was passed'by the House on May
3, 1983, by the following vote: Yeas 134, Nays 5, 1 present, not

voting.

Chief Clerk df the House

I certify that H.J.R. No. 91 was passed by the Senate on May

19, 1983, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays O.

Secretary of the Senate

APPROVED:
Date
Governor
"RECEIVED:
Date

Secretary of State
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